WO MEN'S LIVES™ A BR51S FoRSTRUGGLE (.

Demands

The four demands, as they now stand, are limited and isolated
We want to see the growth of women's revolutionary consciousness-
not just limited material improvements- and so we see the need to
bulld up a total understanding of the contradictlons of women's
lilves under capitalism i.e. the fight for adegudate child care can-
not be separated from the way our relationship to onr childrenis
controlled by family planning, abertion, schools, nospiltals,
soclal workers, the housing we live in, the.work we dc.

We want to fight for the sort of society.we want to live in-
this is our main perspective. Here is where we disagree with the
demand for 'Wages for Housework': Wnile it may be an attempt to
demystify the work done by women in the home of its 'love/service"
trappings and demand recognition of its roles in servicing capital,
1t says nothlng about our function as reproducers nf the social
relatlonshlps of productiorn in our role us mothers, housewives;
Sexual objects. As a demand posed from outside ontc women's struggles,
1t denies the fact that these struggles often go way beyond a
recognltion of women's. function as the reprcducer of labour power.
This ralses the whole question of the uature and role of demands.

We need to emphasise that part of our perspective has always
been that the development of revolutlonary theory needs to be.out
of..our practice and the struggles thet are going on; therefore we
can never say at any one time. 'This is the correct strategy for all ¢
time®. The same applies to demands and to holding up demands as to
what' the women's movement is all about., Demands are thrown up in
the’ course of siruggle., detached from gtruggle they are meaningless,
lmposed on struggles from the outside they can 1limit the. struggle
and therefore limit women's consciousness in the struggle. In a
soclallst women's movement we should be developling analysis which
glves us the framework within which to view our partleular struggles
-- 1n other wovris the movement is made coherent around our "politics?
not around particular demands. . ¥

X Sociakist Women's Movement

We need a broad bmsed non-sectarlan women’s movement to develop
our knowledge and analysis cf the changes in capitallism and women's st
struggles which are golng on. We're not at a stage in revolutionary
struggle where we can use a conferencs to hammer out strategies. We
can use the workshops to work on things in detail and through this-
we wlll begln to develop revolutilonary perspectives -~ to deflne what =
are the autonomous®* slements of women's. struggles. -

Women's Struggle and Class Struggle .

There's bteen a lot of talk in the women's movement about the
relatlionship between women's struggles and class struggle. Generally
the arguements have been of three kincs: _ E
First, those whc have seen women's struggles as prior to class struggl
-e®, and have insisted thet it's no good walting 'till after the revol
ution® for women's filght against their own opprescsion to begln, slnce
a revolution whiech did not take into saccount questions of sexual liber
-ation would soon turn out to be as .oppresslive as the soclety it- -
replaced. These arguements have tended to come from feminists &n the
Women's Movement who have as a consequence concentrated their efforts
in struggles around women's sexuality and consciousness and have refused
to work in 'male dominated’ political parties around working class issues
Radlcal Femlnists have no analysis of cluss in economic terms but see
two classes only, men and women defined by biologisal differences.

Second, in contrast to .these, have been arguments put forward
by women in the Erotskyist and Communist Parties,; who have seen the £m
fundamental opprsssion of Capitalist soclety as-the extraction, of
surplus value by the bosses from the workers , to which all other forms

*footnote - we ase the word 'autonomous® to mean ‘autonomous from the
needs of capital: e.g. if we talk about rlayeroups it is not ta free us
to go out to work to produce surplus value for capital, - :
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against this oppression.

Thirdly, there 1s bLhc tendency wnleh uanicez The inslghts cf
both of these groupings in a perspective that aecs that womens struggles
are the class strugegle as waged by wouen {they have a Troader under-
standing of class struggle than women in the second wrcup) This is
the position of POW and other Marxzish Faninists: we fecl that we
share somne of the analysis of PCW buv think that hares Yor Housework
is the wrong stategy with waich Fo hack up this aniysis. {Bee mection
on Demands above and section cn Claimauss Tnions “elcw).

We have learned a lot from all “these tendencizg. From the
feministe we nave learned no:t to rcly on otiners to fight our fights fo
for 'us; we must fight aAgeinst our own oppiessicn o< wemer with other
wamen. We cannot assume. that a post-revoelihionany soclety will be
any the less sexist ( or hisrarchicul o nubhorisurian) chan bourgeois
soclety, uniess we make the struggles agalnst these part of. the
_revolution. We have learnt that seizing the means cof productlon is

too narrow & conception of what a revolutlon is about. To be a
‘revolution at all, it must assert the value of neople's -experiences
in every area of their lives, not onlg in preductlon. . =

Coe From the Marxists uan Trotsiyis o)
nave learned that we must look for material recasons for women's
oppressions if we are to waderstand and fight 1. We must look at
_the. role women play in scclety to see why they are pppressed in the
ways they are bppressed. Ve come tc zee tansz ccemy no% as. ‘men' but as
the eapitalist system; we zee that we cannct fight our oppression P )
without fighting the system which ingtitutes aoc perpetusbes- our
‘oppressior. . v . _ .

st and Communist parties,; we. ®EzEk
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With Marxist Feminists we share the snuliysis that ths class
struggle doesa‘t only take place in che factory. buv is fought in the
community, in the home, in bed. It is noi juss & gTruggle Tor the
‘ownership of thé means of production tut a struggle to evolutlonise
the socéial relations of production; snc that includcs the work that
women do in and out oi The some. Buri we don't believe that 1t 1s only
as workers that peoplw can crganise, wither its houseworkers on
factory workers. ' In fect we think taat iha part of the con of
. capitalism ‘thatl we'come to see ourselvcs primaily 042 WOTKCTS -

because workers are whiat they need. We feoel 1% is important to
organise and fight arcund our needa ~a paople in every area of our %
lives. i R o o P -

Women®s ideological role ug a basig for siruggle

_ .

L YEHE We- gee that women's ideological rele is bzcoming more
and more’contradictory .- i.e. the ads end magasiunes tell us to be
ideal 'mothe®s ‘and beautiful sex objectz efc., and encoursge us to
‘believe:that we can achieve thals XimrmEsxk through spending more on
consumer ‘durables, instant foods or cosmetics, while Zow wages putb
them beyond our réach. The same comrmercial pressures which :stress
-our ideological role also make it impoesibie for us to fulfill it.
-Women take om most of tne responsibility for running the family and
* congequently xak tend to feel guilt end personal fallure when their
children are not doing well ai skhcol or getting into trouble, or
when their home is less than immsculeie orx thelr family badly fed.
Yet the actual institutions waien &ve suppised to suppert and relnforece
these roles are either slouly. disinbtegrating or are kecoming more
centralised and completely out ok onr zontral-
i.e. disdppeudrance of weliare hensilits
' the end of subsidiscu councii hMousing ,

dlsintegration cf the exteaded fumily as pecople are moved o i

new towns .and new estates -

chaos in Fhe schools -

centralisation of hospitalc and Uthe Tal Hewlth Service.




incrcee np populatlion soutrol tarouzh family PIarming and abertion

end contraception '

socia} workers encouraging mothers to reinfovce their role
through eommunltv centres, playgroups etc.

.. We Exu see that present economic developmemts are putting
particuldr pressure on women; for instance,one of womens partlculsr
functions.is making family income cover the fanily!s needsa. This is
becoming impossible due to:

proposed welfare cuts.-mjoﬁm from rzduvced food subsidies

£200m fronm-reduced heousing gubsidies

This is partly a counter inflationary move - tné family income wiil have
to be spent on essgsentials - food, rent, school meals, medicinés.
Along -with this goes steady inflation- an increacse .of 4.7% in the retail
price index 1972-3 with an incrsase in basic hourly ecarnings over tne
same périod of 1. 3% . Increesing unemployment which means losse of ig%
jobs predominen 1y to women, adolascents and retirement age workers
which ‘means 'a further loss nf¥ income to the family 28 4 wholé.
Increasing taxation: increase of 12% 1970-1 in -proportion taken out of
wages by taxatlion,
The Tax Credit System means Turther etﬂte control over the family income
i.e, the state assesses what a famlly s needs are according to size,
income ete. and tax credits are given accordingly (Now that the Labour
Government 18 in power we may see some modifications, outbwe think the
basic trend will be the same). .

: " Within tne Women's Movement confronting our roles as mothers,
wlves , sex objects,housekeepers - has often szemed to be a matter of
'will' "~ possibly this voluntarism stems from ths fact ‘that many of us
come from middle class backgpounds and have beern in a position to chosse
for example nct to live in femilies. When we recofnise the incréasing
difficultles for 211 women of maintaining their ideological role and a
also thelr difficulties in escaping from ii, we know that we have to
organise together to smash those mystifications which keep us where we
are. We know that this starts when women begiln taking action feor thems-
elves, organising themselves. 1n the 1i b'rtafldn movement wefve been
involved in various struggles (see section on' 'Who We Are’) but these
struggles remain partial and isolated while we don‘t have a mowre unified
theory of the contradictions in women's lives under capitalism tc build
and sustain the demystification which results from our pdrtldl struggles
and expose in every area of our lives the moves that capital malkes
against us. "

At preseat in ©the women'®s novement there ssems to be a split
between activists and theorists. We b811eve that the understanding and
theory we are talking about must be developed through practive. An
example of thls 1s the work scme of us have doae in trying to understand
our pracuice 4N the cla;mants union.

Women in the Cimimants® Unilon.

Many of us got lnvolved in tne C.U.s bccause we wanted to
organize with working class women and tiere seemed no concrete basls for
doing this in the Women’s Movement. We went through consciousness ralising
groups but these often remained at a subjective 1eve1 and neglected any
class analyisl or practice. Also within the C.U.s we were organizing a
around our owmn needs, some of vs are unsupported mothers, we didn't want
to go out to wotk, and we had cur own children tc llok after. We had seen
the lmportance of organising with women outside the workplace partly from
our own situation as claimants---~women partly because we saw the necessity
of people organlising around thsir cwn pertlcula¢ exploitation and saw
that thls was possibleé. The events of May 168. The stucdents? the women's
and the black movement; ha® shown thit it was poseible to organize outside
of the point of productlon . dnd aleo thﬂu epitallsm 1s & total system
that affects s in every area of our-.livss. not ‘just at the workplace,

From our consclousness as women outside oi the workplace we w
wanted to organizes arouud what women have to put up with as housewives
stuck in with tnelr kids ., as tensnts, as cousumers forced co make thne
budget stretch, our difficultied in getting adeguate housing etec,




We saw -She unsupported mothcr at fHd exvrzme end of this exploitation
-%tion. We also developed zencretcly & falrly good under st

anding of how:tke weliare stete fncks }ou,,veL‘_Unguppoert

ed mothers are gontiunually haruassed by ‘seccial wiorkers etc.

We saw the uontfoll¢rg aspect of "likeral community work"

at first hand. There was a101 of informal orgaa¢sationn b

fighting doum at the housing’ dEﬁaercnt, the aocial servie

.ces, social security the ga8 boavd. eviebions - tnﬂt was

really good and powerful. We- wste dbl“ to nnderstaad the
contradiction beuweCﬂ “the welfsrze jngtltutions . which, as
agents of social contirel, attempted io meKe us Live up

to our images bul az wasupporied wothers ol S8 we vere
-unable. to do . it, svea if we had wanted to.The insights

from the woieini's mevemant nod coanscilousness Tu¢qing Were '1
Jlost-because . ¢xcept for & few sccaslons, we orften re late
to other women n & purely maigrial ilevel of 5VL+1nD dore
money. a roof over our hesds, and in soue cases coll edtive-
child care. Ovganisiug with wnanpposted mﬁuhurq we felb it
wag an endizss struggle against wnspitutions whlch WE
weren’t able to czpregs politically. o
One of tune Teassns for tu;:"mdv have beun a lack of an
overall political understanding of the fanetion of these 1

. institutions, togshver wivh tiiez fzct teat we tended to ide

tify curselvies ds a:u_mar,c working from »ur own situztion
rather than as sell-COASCLOUS TIeve lut¢ona“idu1 We were

furthex 1nrluenced by ’'Women and ure. dubversion of the Com

nurity waich underlined the =2conomlic iaportance of  women's

- vealue as aousewives under zarpltalisn ”?“*OLbClﬂg labour

ﬁowér Tu Eagland thnis egave rise to the cemand for *Wages

“‘for Eouseworsk' . For us . it -waderlined t4he importance of”
‘working wlith womewn in tne sommurity. The CUs had earlier

develored taes perspeciive of grarunteed iancome which would
be an income based on . our nzeds not on our producing.or

Creprodleing surplus velue., Hodever at fivst We gaw guarent S
“weed ircoaes not a5 averspsctiva tut a3 o cemend or slosan

Whicn woilid mobilis= ihe whole of the working class., We
thougnt of it ds .a soaupaien we could lauunch and ztarted
thinking about hou much moxney we should demand. whether ki
kids snou1d get 15 ete. rather tuan lcoking at ongoing on
actual snti-capitalict strugelies whare thcn demund For :
a guaranteai inceome was aiready being posed or wnaxe 1t
could be dzveloped. G.I. was zZeen as an end. ir ifself,
4 bluepriny fer s neu zcciety rather than & direction for
revoluticoary struggie . AfSer sccing thig mistake we .
launched tp2 cohehlvaticn campalzn as nart of the perspec—
tive for G.[. It nimea vo get ric of she dohebitation -rule.
end to get vomen an QJGDPAQ wt lnenme unrelatéd to wage
labouxr. Altaiougn BhLG BOT, s some suparficisl prblicity we
neber conv e;eﬂ our AddelfudQGWﬂ? 2f how the family props u-

up thes cepi:al st gystem.30 we learned the liaitations of
campaigne a3 forms oF o“.>uiaa+i~r divoreced from struggles
and the ilyjbu1b¢__~, i Lrv1ng to put over any revolution

ary perspecIives hrnagr COLMULINER.
We digecoiered Lhat we couldan'it look at clalman s and un

‘supnorted mothers es apermanent secbor, of the unemployed

but we have to se. low tne wegeds of the capitalist economy

aimed to coitrol Jhu,uhnlu pGueﬁhJal 1ubuur narket. From t

this we rsalised that-ve also nsecligl 1o redssesss the
importance of wWomen'sz $hrusgles in o? ,workp¢nne 1ncludin@
equal pay,‘dnd‘tbat the s**uwg-( Ay home ard--at work cann
not be sgenarsated. Ns yel wa navont had. much exporlenoe of
organising with women &t work Lut our indersianding of

the role of ‘Unicr.s @"0 zediators Webtween cne capitalists a.
and workzsrs) leud us to look 5% other ways of crgavlsing
at work wanile realleing thaet Jjoinimne'the union can be an
important svrategy in sonc situvssicnz. e.g. hospital worke
rs.
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This paper has been put Together by women who are att-
empting to deflne a revolutionary perspective in relation
to women'®s strugszles: We have tried to distinguish some
of the main tendencies in the women's movement and outline
where we differ and agree with them.

Our political backgrounds are made pretty clear in
the paper. In the past we've always placcd great emphasis
on action, and found 1t difficul®t to understaind how the
particular things we were involved in Tighting were npart o
of the whole capitalist system.

The women who've written this paper are from Hackney
(part of the women's libertarian newsletter grouping)
and from East London Big Flasme. We're inveolved in organisi
nd around playgroups. low-paid workers/claimants union,
squatting and housing, and prlces. lie'vc been meeting with
women doing similar things from different parts of the
country. Most of us are in mixed groups because we see
womens struggle as being part of the class struggle.
We wrote this paper because we wanted to meet and develop
our ldeas with more women, both women who are already:
Involved in similar arcas of stiruggle and women who
feel unabl: to goet invoved 1n political activity because o
of the male domination of most left groups. (One of the
lssues tha some women may want tc qusstion us on is
why we're inmixed groups. We’ld like Lo talk about it
but it's late at night and we don't feel we can get it dow
n on paper). We see the need for a bread based non sectari
an women's movement but we don't see this developing aroun
the four demands9(oreven the five). We think it can only b
be bullt on the struggles of pecple's everyday lives.




